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Communion Registration 
We welcome to the Lord’s Supper confirmed members of 

Emanuel or congregations associated with us.  Lutherans believe 
that Communion celebrates their oneness in faith, life, and 
purpose.  We are happy to speak with visitors about how to 

establish a communing fellowship with us. 
 

Emanuel Information 
Service Times 

 Saturday:  5:15 p.m. 

 Sunday:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 Monday:  6:30 p.m. 

 The radio broadcast airs at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday morning on 
WJMQ, 92.3 FM 

Each Sunday from 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. 

 Sunday School (school classrooms) 

 Bible Studies and Fellowship (narthex & various Emanuel rooms) 
Office Hours & Contact Information 

 200 E. Quincy Street, New London, WI 54961 

 Office Hours:  7:30 a.m. –  4:30 p.m., Monday - Friday 

 Phone:  920-982-5444 

 Church Email:  eman@emanuelnl.org 

 Church Website:  www.emanuelnl.org 

 School Email:  school@emanuelnl.org 

 School Website: elstigers.org 

Pastoral Visits 
If you, a friend, or a family member, are in need of a pastor visit, 

please call the Emanuel office at 982-5444 or email us at 
eman@emanuelnl.org and let us know about the situation.   

We are not always aware of those that may be in need of a visit,  
so your help would truly be appreciated. 

Thank you for helping us help others!  

Emergency Pastor for December 22 – December 28 
Pastor Schulz – 920-538-3617 

mailto:eman@emanuelnl.org
http://www.emanuelnl.org/
mailto:eman@emanuelnl.org
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“Of The Father’s Love Begotten” 
 
BELLS & WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN .........“A Great and Mighty Wonder” – CW 36, vv. 1-4 

 

A great and mighty wonder, 
A glorious mystery: 
A virgin bears an infant 
Who veils his deity. 
Repeat the hymn again: 
“To God on high be glory 
And peace on earth to men.”  
 
The Word becomes incarnate 
And yet remains on high, 
And cherubim sing anthems 
To shepherds from the sky. 
Repeat the hymn again: 
“To God on high be glory 
And peace on earth to men.”  
 
While thus they sing your monarch, 
Those bright angelic bands, 
Rejoice, O vales and mountains, 
And oceans, clap your hands. 
Repeat the hymn again: 
“To God on high be glory 
And peace on earth to men.”  
 
Since all he comes to ransom, 
By all be he adored, 
The infant born in Bethl’em, 
The Savior and the Lord. 
Repeat the hymn again: 
“To God on high be glory 
And peace on earth to men.”  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and 

confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.   
 For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
 For sins of habit and sins of choice,  
 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
 You should cast me away from your presence forever.   
 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 
M: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his 

great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were 
dead in our sins.  Hear the word of Christ through his called 
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:    Amen. 
 
 
RESPONSIVE HYMN………………“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” – CW 18  

                                                                                                    vv. 1,3,4 

O Lord, how shall I meet you,  
How welcome you aright? 
Your people long to greet you, 
My Hope, my heart’s Delight. 
O Jesus, let your Word be 
A lamp to light my way, 
To show me how to please you, 
To guide me ev’ry day. 
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Rejoice, then, you sad hearted, 
Who sit in deepest gloom, 
Who mourn o’er joys departed 
And tremble at your doom. 
Despair not; he is near you, 
He’s standing at the door 
Who best can help and cheer you 
And bids you weep no more. 

 
Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 
Let not your souls distress; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
And cover by his grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
A heritage in heav’n. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

M: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, before the world began, in mercy you chose to 
send your one and only Son into this world. 

C: He took on our human flesh and blood, so that he would live 
the life we cannot and die the death we deserved. 

 
M: We know that we are loved and forgiven. 
C: Deliver us now from the corruption of sin, and make us more 

like Jesus. 
 
M:  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
C:  and forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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LESSON .................................................... Revelation 1:5b – 8 (p. 1215) 
Look, he is coming in the clouds – the one who is,  

and who was, and who is to come. 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
M. Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Since the children have flesh and blood, 
 [Jesus] too shared in their humanity so that by his death he 
 might destroy him who holds the power of death – that is, the 
 devil – and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
 their fear of death.  Alleluia!  
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY .............. “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” – CW 35 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten 
Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the source, the ending he,  
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see 
Evermore and evermore. 
 

Oh, that birth forever blessed 
When the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
Bore the Savior of our race, 
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
First revealed his sacred face 
Evermore and evermore.  
 

This is he whom heav’n taught singers 
Sang of old with one accord; 
Whom the Scriptures of the prophets 
Promised in their faithful word. 
Now he shines, the long expected; 
Let creation praise its Lord 
Evermore and evermore.  
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Let the heights of heav’n adore him, 
Angel hosts his praises sing, 
Pow’rs, dominions bow before him 
And extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev’ry voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore. 
  
Christ, to you, with God the Father, 
And the Spirit ceaselessly 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
And unending praises be, 
Honor, glory, and dominion 
And eternal victory 
Evermore and evermore.  

 

SERMON .............................................................. 1 John 3:1-3 (p. 1208) 

“My Christmas Playlist: Behold a Branch is Growing” 
The Father’s Love Is Always There For You 

 

NICNE CREED 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 

God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made.  
 

For us and for our salvation, 
   he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  
 and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
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 He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 
Who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, 
Who has spoken through the prophets.  
 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 
OFFERING…………………….Please sign the Friendship Registers located at  

the end of the pew. 
Please stand. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 

places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who comes 
with his Father to make his home in human hearts, working 
repentance and faith by his Spirit until he comes again.  
Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

O holy, holy, holy 
Lord God of pow’r and might, 
Your glory, earth and heaven 
In countless ways recite. 
Hosanna! Come and save us, 
Lord God of hosts on high, 
And in your grace and mercy 
Receive our fervent cry. 

 
Hosanna in the highest! 
How truly blest is he 
Who in God’s name is coming 
To set his people free! 
He comes to bring salvation 
And with his blood outpoured, 
Deliver us from bondage— 
Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise  and thank 
you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great 
acts of love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, 
and the devil’s power.  
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By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.  
 

       Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach   
       your table with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us  
       through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true    
       faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 
       glory everlasting. 
C:   Amen.  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 

bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

Please be seated. 
 

Distribution of the Sacrament (front pew) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS……………………………………(Please use the hymnal) 
“Let All Together Praise Our God” – CW 41 

“Once Again My Heart Rejoices” – CW 37 
 



| 11 Page 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 
 

O Lord, now let your servant 
Depart in peace, assured: 
For I have seen your promised 
Incarnate, saving Word— 
A Light that will enlighten 
All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 
The brilliant, crowning glory  
Of those in Israel!  
 

All glory to the Father, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit, 
Forever three in one; 
For as in the beginning, 
Is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding 
Through all eternity.  

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly  
banquet that you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. 
Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live as your holy 
people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 
the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:   Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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Presiding Minister & Message – Pastor Bill Heiges 
   Organist –  (Saturday) Miss Lynn Schmidt 

(Sunday) Mrs. Heather Sulzle 
 

My Christmas Playlist 
Celebrating in song the deep meaning of Christmas for  

our everyday lives. 
 
The gifts that God 
gives at Christmas are 
not meant to be a 
secret (though God’s 
generosity is certainly 
surprising). 

 

 In fact, these gifts are so well-known that God’s people 
have been singing about them for ages. Many of these songs 
have become very dear to us. They warm our hearts because 
they are so well-known and so closely associated with this happy 
time of the year. 

Yet, because of their familiarity, we can lose sight of the 
powerful truths the songs contain and the profound application 
they have to our lives. This Christmas we’ve put a playlist 
together of some of the greatest hits of Christmas. As we explore 
God’s Christmas gifts to us in these songs, we pray that 
Christmas will mean more to us than it ever has before.  
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Pastor Bill Heiges, Administrative Pastor: 
Ext: 311; wheiges@emanuelnl.org 

 

Pastor Marcus Schulz, Vision/Mission/Outreach Pastor: 
Ext: 310; mschulz@emanuelnl.org 

 
Matt Foley, Principal: Ext: 112; mfoley@emanuelnl.org 

Jack VandeGuchte, Youth & Family Staff Minister: 
Ext: 314; jvandeguchte@emanuelnl.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Last Weekend’s Attendance: 695 
Last Weekend’s Guest Attendance: 33   

 
 

Emanuel Prayer Group:  920-740-0782 
ionedorschner@gmailcom or prayers@emanuelnl.org  

 
Large Print Hymnals 

Large-print copies of the service are available for 
anyone in need – please ask an usher for a copy. 

 
Wheelchair Area 
For your convenience, there are two areas set aside to accommodate 
members with wheelchairs, walkers, or other special space needs. 
Ushers are available to assist you to the following locations: 

 Halfway down the middle and side isles on the lectern side of 
church, there is a pew with wheelchair space on either end. 

 In the right half of the front row, also on the lectern side, there is a 
larger area with wheelchair space. 

Contact Information for the Executive Director 
If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, 

you can put a note in my mailbox in the narthex 
(located next to the confirmation picture boards), 

call me at 982-3943,  or email RYerkeyRet@Charter.Net  
 

Richard Yerkey, Executive Director 

mailto:wheiges@emanuelnl.org
mailto:mschulz@emanuelnl.org
mailto:jvandeguchte@emanuelnl.org
mailto:ionedorschner@gmailcom
mailto:prayers@emanuelnl.org
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Attention Hearing Impaired Members 
Special receivers are available to help you hear the service.  Ask one of 
our ushers for a receiver and return it to an usher after the service. 
 
Parent Room 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.”  We love children and 
encourage their worship.  Please don’t feel embarrassed if your child 
is restless during the service.  You are among caring people who 
understand.  If you feel that your children are distracting others from 
worship, you may take them to the entryway or a parent’s room is 
available.  There is a closed-circuit TV in the room to watch & listen to 
the service.  An usher can assist you in locating this room, also called 
the “Bible Class Room”. 
 

This Week’s Today’s Light Bible Readings 
Week 100 (December 22 – December 27) 

Monday ......................................................................... 1 Peter 1:1 – 25 
Tuesday ......................................................................... 1 Peter 2:1 – 25 
Wednesday ................................................................. 1 Peter 3:1 – 4:19 
Thursday ........................................................................ 1 Peter 5:1 – 14 
Friday .......................................................................... 2 Peter 1:1 – 2:22 
Saturday......................................................................... 2 Peter 3:1 – 18 

 

Prayer & Thanks 
Anniversary 
Herb & Louise Wilde – 57 years 
Baptism 
Brantley Jordan Dey – after the 5:15 service 
Radio Broadcast 
The radio broadcast was sponsored in memory of Kimble & Eunice 
Romberg and Frances & Hazel Huebner 
 
 

 

Saturday – 
 5:15 p.m. – Worship with Communion 
 

This Week at Emanuel Ev. Lutheran Church & School 
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Sunday –   
 8:00 a.m. – Worship with Communion 
 9:15 a.m. – Sunday School – School Classrooms  
 10:30 a.m. – Sunday School Christmas Program 
 5:00 p.m. – Open Gym for Adults – School Gym  
 6:00 p.m. – Bells Alive Practice – Church Proper 
Monday –  
 9:30 a.m. – St. Joseph Residence Service– St. Joe’s Chapel  
 1:30 & 6:30 p.m. – ELS Children’s Christmas Service – Church Proper 
 6:30 p.m. – No Regular Worship Service 
Tuesday – 
Wednesday –  
 No School  
 Emanuel Office Closed 
 12 p.m. – No “Biblical Apologetics for Real Life” Bible Study 
 2:00; 3:30; 5:00; 6:30; 8:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Worship  
 A Candlelight Ceremony will be at the 5:00; 6:30 & 8:00 services only 
 5:30 p.m. – No Public School Instructions – School Classrooms 
 6:00 p.m. – No Mixed Choir Practice – School Music Room 
 7:00 p.m.  – No Crossroads & S.O.A.R. Youth Groups – Youth Room  
Thursday – Merry Christmas 
 No School  
 Emanuel Office Closed 
 6:30 a.m. – No “Breakfast Bible Class” at Marly’s Restaurant  
 9:15 a.m. – No “Trinity Terrace Bible Study” – at Trinity Terrace 
 9:30 a.m. – Christmas Day Worship 
 6:00 p.m. – No Adult Handbell Practice – Church Proper 
 7:00 p.m. – No Emanuel Prayer Evening – Community Room 
Friday – 
 No School – Christmas Break  
 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – Emanuel Office Open 
Saturday –  
 5:15 p.m. – Worship – Service of the Word 
Sunday –   
 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. – Worship – Service of the Word 
 9:15 a.m. – No Sunday School 
 5:00 p.m. – Open Gym for Adults – School Gym  
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 6:00 p.m. – Bells Alive Practice – Church Proper 
Monday –  
 No School – Christmas Break  
 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – Emanuel Office Open 
 9:30 a.m. – St. Joseph Residence Service– St. Joe’s Chapel  
 6:30 p.m. – Worship – Service of the Word 
  
 
 
Kwik Trip Rebate Change 
Starting January 1, 2015, Kwik Trip's standard rebate will be changing 
to 4%. However, Emanuel will receive an additional 10% rebate on 
qualifying in-store purchases made with a gift card purchased from 
Great Lakes Scrip Center!  
 
Ladies’ Aid Meeting 
The January Ladies’ Aid meeting will be held on Thursday, January 8 at  
1:00 p.m. in the church basement. 
 
Emanuel Blood Drive 
Emanuel's first blood drive of 2015 will be held on Tuesday, January 13 
From 1:00 – 6:00 p.m.  Sign up at the Welcome Center, or 
www.save3lives.org, or call Beth at 982-7544.  Walk-ins are also 
welcome.  What a selfless and gratifying way to start the new year! 
 
Want To Give Someone A Life Changing Gift This Christmas?   
Then consider sponsoring a person or couple you know who is 
struggling financially with a gift of Financial Peace University. This 
course could help the person or couple you sponsor change their lives 
in a very profound and meaningful way. It can help lead them from 
living on the brink of financial disaster, stress and conflict over money 
to financial security and financial peace. The cost to sponsor someone 
is $100. The Financial Peace University classes begin on January 25, 
2015. If you want to know how to sponsor someone or have other 
questions, contact Phil Potratz at 920- 470-8453. He would be happy 
to help you give someone the best earthly Christmas present they 
might ever get. 

Announcements 
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Thank You 
The Ladies’ Evening Circle would like to thank everyone for their 
donations of hats, mittens, gloves, etc., for the Hat & Mitten Tree.  
Your donations will certainly keep someone warm this winter and are 
greatly appreciated.  They were distributed to needy families, 
Emanuel School and the Community Cupboard. 
 

The Ladies’ Evening Circle and Ladies’ Aid would also like to extend a 
heartfelt “thank you” for all the wonderful cookies, candy and canned 
goods that were brought in for our Cookie/Candy Sale.  Thank you to 
everyone who purchased these items.  Your purchases helped us raise 
$1,459.75 which will be put toward a church project.  God’s blessings 
to all of you and may everyone have a very “Merry Christmas!”   
 
Word Wall 
We are officially on word wall break!  We are reviewing the letters 
from Aa - Ll.  We practice writing them and saying their sounds.  We 
will start up again after Christmas break!  Thank you for all the words 
so far! 
 
Branches Band Thank You 
Dear Emanuel Congregation, 
 Thank you so much for inviting us to be a part of such a special 
event.  It was a joy to offer a Christmas concert in conjunction with 
your Live Nativity, and to join together in singing God’s praises. 
 We look forward to visiting again in May for worship. 

In Christ, 
Branches Band 

 
College Students!! 
If you are attending a college, technical school or university and are 
not in New London on a regular basis during the school year, please 
write your name in the Friendship Register and let us know where you 
are attending.  Thanks for your help! 
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Radio Broadcasts 
We have broadcast dates available for 2015.  Only a few dates have 
been booked so far, so now is the time to get that special broadcast 
date that you would like.   The cost to sponsor a radio broadcast for 
2015 is $138.  You may call the Emanuel office at 982-5444 to 
schedule your broadcast. 
 
Thank You 
We would like to thank Thrivent for the $2000 in matching funds for 
our Pizza Fundraiser, and for the money toward our upcoming 
Christmas Bags for the children in our Dayschool and Sunday School.  
We appreciate their generosity. 
 
NEW CONSTITUTION/VOTER REGISTRY 
Just a heads up that since we have a revised constitution and bylaws 
that we have started a new constitution registry.  The previous 
registry was started approximately 40 years ago and contains the 
names of many members who are no longer with us.  Signing of the 
registry signifies that the individual signing is in agreement with and 
supportive of the constitution and bylaws that were approved and 
adopted on June 16, 2014.  

The constitution registry must be signed by all eligible (18 years of age 
male members) who intend to vote at any congregational meeting. 
The opportunity to sign is given at the beginning of all congregational 
meetings.  However, since this is a new registry it will also be available 
in the Emanuel office for anyone that would like to stop in and make 
sure that your name is in the registry.  
 
Let It Snow – Let It Snow!! 
Snow shovelers are again needed.  We are looking for several people 
to help, especially to clear things out before services on the weekend.  
If you are able to help with snow shoveling, please call the Emanuel 
Office at 982-5444.  Thank you! 
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FVLHS Update 

 FVL Choirs will present their Christmas concert on Sunday, 
December 21, at 4:00 p.m.  The concert will be performed in 
the Auditorium and is free and open to the public. 

 Looking for Stocking Stuffers? FVL is offering Coupon Books to 
raise funds for tuition assistance. For only $20, these books 
have more than $5,000 in savings from dozens of local vendors 
including the greater Appleton and Green Bay area. The books, 
sold by Alumni Alive, are good through the end of 2015 and 
available in the FVL office. Looking for a $10 gift? The latest 
FVL cookbook, O Give Thanks, can be purchased in the FVL 
office as well. 

 FVL Christmas Office & Scrip Hours  
Dec. 23 – 8:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Dec. 24, 25 and 26– CLOSED 
Dec. 29 – 8:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Dec. 30 – 8:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Dec. 31 and Jan. 1- CLOSED 
Jan. 2 – 8:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 
 

 
 
 
Attendance Last Week ................................................................... 695 
Average attendance since July 1 (24 weeks) ........................................ 793 
 
Offerings Last Week ................................................................ $ 18,211 
Average offerings since July 1 (24 weeks) .................................... $ 20,319 
Average amount needed weekly for budget ............................... $ 21,753  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attendance & Offering Information 
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Pray for Our Troops 
During this Christmas season, please keep our servicemen at home 

and abroad and their families in your prayers:  David Herminath is 
serving as a civilian in Afghanistan.   

These men and women are presently at various 
bases in the USA: 

Samantha Christian, Colton Dunbar,  
Emily Favorite, Derek Garske, Jayme Gerndt, 

Matthew Hanneman, Brandon Hilker,  
Christopher Hilker, Shannon Hilker, Charity Huss, 

Faith Huss, Shiloh Hutmaker, Aaron Kerry,  
Tasha Kerry, Hope Huss Paran,  
Charles Strong and Ben Tech. 

                           Joshua Bauer, Air Force, deployed; undisclosed location 
 

  If there is anyone else in the military we don’t know about, or 
our information is incorrect; please call the church office, 982-5444. 

 
 
 

Emanuel’s new ministry group, Women of HIS Word, would like to 
invite all women to the following upcoming Bible studies.  Each Bible 
study will be held on Sundays from 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. in the Church 
Basement. 

  ““AA  PPeerrssoonnaall  RReellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  JJeessuuss””  

JJaannuuaarryy  1188  &&  2255  

This Bible study will use various examples from Scripture to help 
women nurture their personal relationships with Jesus and their daily 
walk with their Lord. 

 
 
 

The Bible 
The A&E Network presented a ten episode series called “The Bible.”   

Sunday mornings 9:15 to 10:15 – Mr. Krause 
January 11 to February 8 - New Testament - In the Community Room 

Bible Classes 

WWoommeenn’’ss  FFaallll  &&  WWiinntteerr  BBiibbllee  CCllaasssseess  
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Start the Year 
With Interactive 

Faith 
January is just 

around the corner and 
what better way to start a 
new year than with a new 
Interactive Faith online 
Bible study series. 

Beginning Wed., Jan. 7, 2015, Rev. David Scharf, Immanuel, 
Greenville, Wis., will lead a six-week study called "Breaking the Cycle 
with Grace (a study of the book of Judges)." 

Scharf says of the topic, “It has been said that nearly every 
doctrine of the Bible can be found in the biblical narratives contained 
in the book of Judges. That fact alone merits a deeper look! And yet, 
how often have we read, let alone studied this action-packed book of 
God’s grace? In our lives, we go through cycles of ups and downs—we 
think God is pleased one moment and that he is not the next. Come 
and break the cycle of uncertainty with grace as we study a book full 
of God’s love and patience!” 

The study will be streamed live online twice every Wednesday 
night between Jan. 7 and Feb. 11 at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. (central). 

Thousands of WELS members have participated in the 
Interactive Faith Bible studies, which are held twice a year and led by a 
WELS pastor or professor. Many congregations gather as a group for 
the study; other WELS members connect as couples or individuals. The 
studies are designed to have 10 to 15 minutes of lecture by the 
instructor, followed by 5 to 10 minutes for congregations to discuss a 
question or two or do further study. Participants can interact with the 
instructor via the chat box. 

Emanuel will be participating so members who want to meet 
together can take this Bible study in the church on Wednesday 
evenings at 8 p.m. All you need is a Bible and something for you to 
take notes. If you want to join the study on your own at home, you 
can just log into the link below.  To learn more or join the study, go to 
www.wels.net/interactivefaith.

http://www.wels.net/interactivefaith
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Communion Servers 
December 20-21-22: (5:15) Bruce Davis, Dale Krause, Scott Dailey; 
(8:00) Drew Kock, Ron Steinhorst, vacant; (10:30) N/A - Sunday 
School Christmas Service; (6:30) N/A – ELS Christmas Service 
December 25 (9:30am): Matt Foley, Dave Meyer, Lee Shaw 
December 31 (7:00pm): Rich Platz, Dave Meyer, Gordy Vetter 

Greeters 
December 20-21-22: (5:15) M/M Dan Laird, Joyce Hoffman; (8:00) 
Judy Gorges, M/M Frank Dobbert, M/M Brent Otis; (10:30) M/M Curt 
Sommer, M/M Dennis Dobberstein, Dolores Handschke; (6:30) N/A – 
ELS Christmas Service 
December 27-28-29: (5:15) Angie Kamba, M/M Lee Shaw; (8:00) 
Dorothy Neilson, M/M Carl Gloede, Keith Stern; (10:30) M/M Jerry 
Kuppernus, Judie Knapp, vacant; (6:30) M/M Ozzie Radtke 
 

Sound-Booth 
December 20-21-22: (5:15) Don Schmoll; (8:00) Kenny Olson;  
(10:30) Micah Backus; (6:30) Scarlett Polley & Gail Potratz 
December 24: (2:00) Scarlett Polley; (3:30) Tori Rhoden; (5:00) Micah 
Backus; (6:30) Kenny Olson; (8:00) Ken Johnson 
December 25: (9:30) Micah Backus 
December 27-28-29: (5:15) Scarlett Polley; (8:00) Kenny Olson; (10:30) 
Ken Johnson; (6:30) Scarlett Polley 
 

Ushers  
The Month of December: (5:15) Dave & Janet Bessette, Wayne & 
Delores Dean; (8:00) Barry Hoewisch, Harry Blum, Art Gerndt, 
Danke/Krause/ Ehlke; (10:30) Al Tank, Bob Danke, Scott Lenzner, Marv 
Handschke; (6:30) Mike Knapp, volunteers needed 
Sign up sheets are in the narthex for ushering at the holiday services. 

 

Welcome/Information Center 
December 20-21-22: (5:15) Mona Klug; (8:00) Frank & Barb Dobbert; 
(10:30) Ione Dorschner; (6:30) N/A – ELS Christmas Service 
December 24: (2:00) Ron & Ann Wege; (3:30) Dianne Gerndt; 
December 25: (9:30) Lee & Judy Shaw 

Volunteer Schedules 
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Advent Devotions 
Advent Wreath Devotions may be as simple or as 
elaborate as one wishes to make them.  Of course, 
one may have Advent Devotions without a wreath.  
Here is one sample: 
 

 Invocation: In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 Hymn: (Any of the Advent or Christmas Hymns 
in the Hymnal would be appropriate.) 

 Scripture Reading: (Use the following listed 
suggest ions for each day in Advent.  Discuss or 
meditate on the readings.) 

 Prayer: (Use one of the following prayers, write 
your own, or let one person start and let each 
person in the group add a petit ion of their own.) 

 Benediction: The Grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Love of God and the Fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with us all.  Amen. 

 

Advent Prayers 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come.  Protect us by 
your strength and save us from the threatening 
danger of our sins. In your name, we pray.  Amen. 
 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way of 
your only Son.  By His coming give us strength in our 
conflicts and shed light on our path through the 
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darkness of this world, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come.  Take away 
the hindrance of our sins and make us ready for the 
celebrat ion of your birth, that we may receive you 
anew with joy and serve you always in peace, in your 
name we pray. Amen 
 

Almighty God, you have made yourself known to us 
through your Son, Jesus Christ.  We pray that His 
birth into our hearts by faith may free us from the 
slavery of sin to serve you now and forever in 
righteousness and holiness.  In Jesus’ name we ask 
it.  Amen 
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Scripture Readings 
Two readings are suggested for each day in Advent.  
The first is a prophecy from the Old Testament; the 
second is the fulfillment of that prophecy in the 
New Testament. 
 
1st Week Sun  Genesis 3:1-15   Galat ians 4:1-7 
  Mon Genesis 12:1-3  Acts 3:17-26 
  Tues Genesis 17:15-21 Matthew 1:1-2 
  Wed Genesis 28:10-17 Luke 3:21-22 
  Thurs Genesis 49:8-10 Luke 3:23.33 
  Fri Isaiah 9:2-7  Matthew 
21:1-9 
  Sat Isaiah 7:10-17  Matthew 
1:18-23 
 
2nd Week Sun Malachi 3:1  Mark 1:1-11 
  Mon Malachi 4:5-6  Matthew 
11:7-15 
  Tues Isaiah 40:3-8  Matthew 3:1-
12 
  Wed Isaiah 40:1-2  John 1:29 
  Thurs Isaiah 40:9  John 1:32-34 
  Fri Isaiah 49:1  Luke 1:30-31 
  Sat Haggai 2:6-7  Luke 2:1-7 
 
3rd Week Sun Isaiah 61:1-3  Luke 4:16-21 
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  Mon Micah 5:2-4  Matthew 2:1-
6 
  Tues Isaiah 49:3-6  Luke 2:25.32 
  Wed Isaiah 60:1-6  Matthew 2:1-
11 
  Thurs Numbers 24:17 Matthew 2:1-
12 
  Fri Jeremiah 31:15-17 Matthew 
2:16-18 
  Sat Hosea 11:1-4  Matthew 
1:19-23 
 
4th Week Sun Genesis 22:15-17 Luke 2:8-14 
  Mon Isaiah 9:7  Luke 1:30-33 
  Tues Isaiah 9:6  Luke 1:34-35 
  Wed Isaiah 53:1-5  Matthew 
27:32-44 
  Thurs Isaiah 40:11  John 
10:1-42 
  Fri Isaiah 45:8  Luke 2:1-20 
  Sat Isaiah 9:1-5  John 1:1-14 
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Sunday School Christmas Service: 
Sunday, December 21, at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Monday, December 22 – No 6:30 p.m. Worship Service 
 
 

Day-School Christmas Services:  
Monday, December 22, at 1:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

(All students will participate in both services) 
 
 

Christmas Eve Services:  
Wednesday, December 24, at 2:00, 3:30, 5:00 & 6:30 p.m. 

(Radio Broadcast-6:30 p.m. on WJMQ 92.3 FM) 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service:  8:00 p.m. 
 
 

Christmas Day Service:  
Thursday, December 25, at 9:30 a.m. – Communion 

(Radio Broadcast-9:30 a.m. on WJMQ 92.3 FM) 
 
 

New Year’s Eve Service: 
Thursday, December 31, at 7:00 p.m. – Communion 

(Radio Broadcast-7:00 p.m. on WJMQ 92.3 FM) 

 
 

Emanuel Holiday Office Hours: 
 

December 22 & 23:  7:30am – 4:30pm 
  December 24 & 25:  Closed 

December 26:  7:30am – 12pm 
 

December 29, 30 & 31:  7:30am – 12pm 
January 1 & 2:  Closed 

January 5:  Resume normal hours of 7:30am – 4:30pm 



| 28 Page 

 

After the Sermon….. 
 

1. Highs and Lows:  What was a high point from your Christmas 
experience this year?  A low point? 
 

2. Our sermon series, “My Christmas Playlist,” continued this week with 
the song, “Of the Father’s Love Begotten.”  Read the lyrics below 
together.  Then, in your own words comment on what the song lyrics 
convey to you. 
 
 Of the Father’s love begotten ‘ere the worlds began to be 
 He is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he 
 Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years  
  shall see   
  Evermore and evermore 
 

3. Read Revelation 1:1-8.  In these verses, what details can you pick up 
about the  
  …author(s) of this letter? 
  …recepients of this letter? 
  …purpose of this letter? 

 
4. Read Revelation 1:8.  Why would Jesus invite you to think of him as, 

“Alpha” and “Omega?”   )the Greek equivalents to “A” and “Z” in the 
English alphabet).  Is this how you typically think of him?  Why or why 
not? 

 
5. Read Revelation 1:5b. What does it mean that you have been “freed 

from your sins” by Jesus’ blood?  How does this impact your 
relationship with God today?  At the time of your death?  At the time 
of Jesus’ return? 

 
6. Read Revelation 1:5b-6.  These verses are a “doxology,” a statement 

of praise.  Creat your own two sentence doxology in the space below, 
then share it with your group.  Who in your life might benefit from 
hearing it? 

 
7. On a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high), how would you rate the reliability of 

your current automobile?  How reliable has God’s love for you felt in 
your life?  How can Romans 8:28-39 help when God’s love seems 
absent from your life?  
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The Father’s Love Is Always There For You 
1 John 3:1-3 

 
All that it takes to spread Christmas love is … 

 
1.    Jesus is always there f_________  y_________ 

 

He came from the Father full of g__________ & t__________ 

Jesus is the Father’s g_________   l_________ in human form 

The world did not k_________  h_________, but we do (John 

1:10-13) 

 
 
2.    God’s love is always there for you 

      
 Now:  We are c__________ of G__________ 
 
 Then:  We will be like J_________, and s_________ God as he is 
 
 Will be:  because of f__________ in Jesus, we have h_________  
 

 
All that it takes to show Christian love is … 

 
My Next Steps ….. 

 

 Craft and memorize your own personal “doxology” – a short 
statement acknowledging what God has done for you.  Ask God to 
give you a chance to share it with someone who doesn’t know or 
appreciate Christ yet. 

 

 Commit or recommit to a daily devotional plan starting on January 
1.  Experiment with a “One Year Bible” (available at Christian 
bookstores), a Bible app on your smartphone, or a Bible reading 
plan available in the bulletin.     


