
A Fresh Start 

Fall. There is something about this time of the year that rejuvenates 
us. It’s like God is giving us a fresh start. After the downtime and 
vacation of summer, a new school year begins. All the usual busy 
activities associated with this season kick into gear. And, of course, 
football (Packers, Badgers, Foxes and Bulldogs) is in full swing 
again. 
 
But something else is new at Emanuel. We have a new teacher in 
our school (Ms. Kristy Stahmann) and a new pastor and his family 
(Pastor Mark Tiefel and his wife Kate and daughters, Hannah and 
Nora) joining our church family. There is always something new and 
exciting when a congregation receives a new pastor or teacher. 
Again, it is like God is giving us a fresh start. A new pastor comes 
with his own gifts, talents, passions and experience. Ministry that was 
put on hold is brought back to life. In fact, all of ministry is looked at 
through new and fresh eyes. 
 
We treasure and thank God for our past and for all those who have 
served us in the past, but Emanuel exists in the present. We take a 
fresh look at God’s Word for direction. We focus our attention on the 
gifts, the talents and the opportunities God has blessed us with right 
now. We look forward to pouring our time and energies into new 
opportunities to serve God and each other through the various 
ministries at Emanuel. These are exciting times for us at Emanuel! 
It’s like God has given us a fresh canvas. We use His Word for 
guidance and inspiration. And we, the pastors, leaders and members 
have the opportunity to paint a whole new future for our ministry here 
at Emanuel. Like God says in Rev. 21:5, “I am making everything 
new!” 
 
This is the perfect time for all of us to renew our commitment to 
joining together in worship, spiritual growth, prayer, service and 
sharing Jesus. Like Paul told the Ephesians, (paraphrase) “As each 
one of us members does our part in ministry, that is how the body of 
Christ (the church) will grow and build itself up in love.” It is exciting 
to be a part of something new that God is directing. 

Pastor Bill Heiges 
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Bringing Emanuel Together... 

Sunday School Reminder: 
 

Where did the summer go?  Mark 
your calendar!  Sunday, September 
11th, is the kick-off date for this 
year’s Sunday School.  Each session 
begins at 9:15 am and goes to 10:15 
am.  Contact the church office to 
register from August 7th – 31st.  All 
children from ages 4 through 4th 
grade are welcome!  

Harvest Fest is Coming! 
 

Sunday, October 9th, is a date you 
want to mark down on your 
calendars!  This is the day of our 8th 
Annual Emanuel Harvest Fest.  Begin 
your day with worship and enjoy the 
rest of the morning and afternoon on 
us.  There will be great food, 
desserts, bouncy houses, games, & 
entertainment for both young and 
old!  Ladies’ Aid Bazaar!  Crafts!  
Music!  But most of all a time for 
great fellowship!  This event is free 
and is for all the people in our 
community, but donations will be 
extremely appreciated.  We will also 
need many hay bales, corn stalks, 
gourds, and of course – PUMPKINS! 
Contact Pastor Schulz at 920-538-
3617 or at mschulz@emanuelnl.org if 
you are able to help out in any way.   



The faculty and staff at Emanuel Lutheran 
School are excited for the beginning of 
the 123rd school year!  This year we will 
welcome 145 students in K-8, another 45 
in 3P & 4K, and a new addition to our 
teaching staff, Miss Kristy Stahmann 
(Grade 2).  The theme for the year comes 
from Hebrews 12 – “Fix Your Eyes on 
Jesus.”  Truly, Christ is the one thing 
needful.  Through Jesus’ perfect life, 
death, and resurrection, we have been 
rescued and redeemed and brought into 
God’s family.  Each and every day we live 
in the forgiveness of sins that Christ has 
won for us.  Therefore, we seek to focus 
on Jesus and what He has done for us. 
 
Throughout the year we will also be 
conducting a review of our accreditation 
standards and hosting a site visit in 
March for accreditation renewal.  Anyone 
interested in helping with a committee 
can email Mr. Foley at 
mfoley@emanuelnl.org.   
 
We thank everyone at Emanuel for their 
prayers, words of encouragement, and 
financial support as we teach the next 
generation about the precious good news 
of salvation.   

Emanuel Lutheran School 

JAM in the Sand! 

We had another great JAM in the sand! 
season.  There were four sessions with 
the first and last having a picnic.  The 
Lord blessed us with HOT weather all but 
once.  Then we enjoyed the gym due to 
rain!!  Overall, we had 20+/- children ages 
0-5 who all brought their siblings.  Mr. 
Foley held devotions for the older 
children.  Many new families joined this 
summer and look forward to our fall 
sessions.  JAM time will begin 
on September 9 from 8:15-9:15am in the 
commons and gym.  Invite your family, 
friends, and neighbors!  

Pastor Mark Tiefel was 
born in Saginaw, Michigan 
and grew up in Mequon, 
Wisconsin on the campus 
of Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary. Mark graduated 
from Luther Preparatory 
School in Watertown, 
Wisconsin and Martin 
Luther College in New 
Ulm, Minnesota before 
completing his pastoral 
studies at the seminary in 
2010.    
Mark met his wife, Kate, at 
the WELS National 
Worship Conference in 

2005. They were married in 2008, just a few weeks after Kate 
completed her graduate studies at Michigan State University and just 
a few days after Mark completed his vicarship at Holy Word Lutheran 
Church in Austin, Texas. Pastor Tiefel was assigned to serve Abiding 
Word Lutheran Church in Houston, Texas in May, 2010. After serving 
as associate and lead pastor there, Pastor Tiefel accepted our call to 
Emanuel in May, 2016. 
Mark and Kate are passionate about ministry, especially in the areas 
of worship and education. Pastor Tiefel serves on the WELS Hymnal 
Committee, while Kate assists the WELS Commission on Worship as 
a worship consultant and choir director. 
During their time in Texas, the Tiefels were blessed with two 
daughters, Hannah (5) and Eleanor (3). A third daughter is due to 
arrive in the coming weeks. The Tiefel family is excited to be living in 
the heart of New London. They enjoy filling their new house with 
great music, good food, and new friends. 

Hi!  My name is Kristy Stahmann.  I am 
blessed with the privilege of being the 
second grade teacher.    
I graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran 
College in January 2001, with a major 
in Elementary Education and a minor 
in Theology and Social Studies.  Soon 
after, I received my Synod 
certification.  My ministry has been 
primarily in Milwaukee, although I 
spent a few years in Florida.  I have 
taught all grades from first through 
eighth, with most of my time in third 
grade.   
I enjoy the challenges that each year of 
teaching brings and look forward to 
working with the children, families and 
staff at Emanuel. 
If God hadn’t led me into the teaching profession, I probably would 
have a career working with animals.  I love most animals, especially 
cats and river otters.  I also enjoy country music, board games, 
playing Sheephead (yes, that’s the only way to say it), and the 
occasional snowstorm.   
One of my favorite Bible passages states:  The LORD has done great 
things for us, and we are filled with joy.  Psalm 126:3  God has 
blessed my life in more ways than I can count.  I am very honored to 
be able to share His Word everyday with my students in the 
classroom.  It is such an amazing and joyous experience!  

Welcome to Emanuel! 



Jesus’ Newest Little Lamb—Reid Ramos 

What is baptism?  What happens in baptism?  Here is one of my favorite articles on 

baptism from our Northwestern Publishing House.  If you have any questions on baptism 

or would like to have yourself or your child(ren) baptized please call our church office and 

they will be able to assist you.   

 

BAPTISM—JACKETED IN JESUS 

I asked the man from Montana if it was true. He said it was.  

I had read about a practice called jacketing. Jacketing takes us to the wide-open ranges of 

Big Sky country. Think of thousands of sheep grazing on thousands of acres of ranchland. 

Occasionally, during lambing season, a ewe dies while giving birth. Only one course of action can save her lamb. Because the 

rancher is too far from his ranch house, and because he is responsible for thousands of sheep, he can’t bottle feed that one lamb. 

And if he tried to lead the lamb to another ewe, the ewe would sniff it and reject it, knowing it wasn’t her own. The lamb can be 

saved only if another lamb has died. The rancher will skin the dead lamb and stitch its hide around the orphan. It is called 

jacketing. Then, when the lamb is brought to the ewe, she sniffs the jacketed orphan and smells her own. The jacketed lamb has 

a family and a future. 

Our condition at birth was worse than that of an orphan. We were born dead in the stench of sin and selfishness. In God’s nostrils, 

we were the smell of the rotting corpse of the old Adam. The repulsive smell lingers in the ugly reality of our laziness, the cutting 

words of our hidden gossip, and the sordid details of our secret lust. God’s command “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48) is beyond our reach. The unmistakable stench proves that we don’t belong to the Father.  

Thankfully, God does not reject us. Paul writes, “All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ” (Galatians 3:27).  

We are now jacketed with Jesus. Imagine! We are wrapped in the perfect obedience of the one 

and only perfect Child of God. Now when we are brought under the microscope of God’s scrutiny, 

our heavenly Father sees only the perfect life of Jesus, without stain or smudge. 

Now God smells the pleasing aroma of the perfect words and works of his own Son, 

Jesus, offered as our substitute. Baptism wraps us in the clothes of Christ’s 

obedience. That is why Scripture declares, “Christ is the end of the law so that 

there may be righteousness for everyone who believes” (Romans 10:4). 

In Baptism, God washed us clean and dressed us in the robes of Jesus’ 

righteousness. Now we can stand before God. We are jacketed in Jesus. 

We have a future. We are loved. We have life. 

Everywhere I look there are changes!  If you are like me I like 
to go to a place that never changes.  This place that does not 
change is a hide-out for me – where I can completely turn the 
world off.  This place gives me hope, joy, security, and 
direction.  The place I’m talking about is God’s Word.  Are 
you a frequent traveler there?  I have to admit that I don’t 
always get to the hide-out of His Word as much as I want to 
during my day or week.  His Word is powerful!  His Word is 
comforting!  His Word is unchanging, which is so comforting 
to me in this ever-changing world. 
 
Emanuel’s Board of Spiritual Growth is praying for all of you, 
encouraging all of you to evaluate where you are at 
spiritually (self evaluation sheet will be coming with booklet 
of upcoming Bible study courses soon), and working to the 
best of their ability to offer you and your family many 
opportunities to grow in the Word that brings us life, joy, and 
direction.   
 
We are all in the war torn trenches of this world and God has 
seen to it that we are all in the same trench at this point.  
What a blessing!   

My prayer is that not one of you will be lost to the enemy.  
The way to keep all of us safe is captured best in Hebrews 
10:23-25 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, 
for he who promised is faithful.   And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching.” 
 
Emanuel’s Board of Spiritual Growth suggests you go to 
feat. Harvest and look up the song Third Day – Your Words 
with the lyrics as you consider growing your faith in God’s 
Word this coming Fall. 
 
All is done!  All is finished!  All is forgiven!  The best is yet 
to come!  I don’t know about you but I need to be reminded 
of all these things every day.  Hope to see many of you in 
the hide-out of God’s Word this fall. 
 
Your brother in the Lord, 
Pastor Schulz 

Changes! 
A new fall Bible class brochure 
will be coming out in August ! 



Do you ever ask yourself why we as Lutherans and Christians do practices like baptism, confirmation, prayer, 

communion, church attendance, offerings, etc.? The answers lie within the Bible, God’s Word. 

Questions you may have like “Where did we come from?”, “Why do we perform infant 

baptisms?”, “Why can’t just anyone come to communion here?” will be answered. 

This class serves to give you clear cut information that will strengthen your faith. 

Come to the source. Come to Life with God!  Life With God will be taught by all  

three pastors on Sunday mornings beginning on Sunday, September 11th, 

from 9:15 am to 10:15 am in the School Commons.  Pastor Schulz will  

also be teaching Life with God on Tuesday evenings, beginning on 

September 13th, from 6:30 pm to 8 pm.  Hope to see you there! 

Life With God 

Being a long time member of the congregation, I know how certain topics are very close to people's hearts.  I would love to hear 
from you what topics are important to you - positive ones to continue and support, and concerns that have suggestions behind 
them to make our church better.   
 

One thing I would like to update are the quarterly meetings.  We will have our quarterly meetings on the 
designated Sunday between services.  Members can grab their coffee and treat, make their way to the 
commons, and the meeting will begin at 9:15am.  This way either service can still be attended.  I hope this will 
bring better attendance so more can hear for themselves the positive things happening in our church.  The first 
meeting will be October 16th.   
 

Please feel free to contact me (call/text 920-579-9299, email at boys.5.m.m@gmail.com or place a note in my 
mailbox near the confirmation pictures) at any time! 
 

Thank you!  
 

Mark Dobberstein, 
Executive Director  
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